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TAGS: EAIRMU 

SUBJECT: NEW ROUTES AND OTHER GULF AIR DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: KUWAIT 86 

1 . OMAN DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION SALIM BIN NASSIR 
(WHO ALSO SERVES AS MANAGING DIRECTOR OF GULF AIR) HAS IN- 
FORMED US THAT GULF AIR HAS ALREADY OBTAINED LANDING RIGHTS 
IN PARIS AND HOPES SOON TO RECEIVE RIGHTS FOR STOP IN AMSTERDAM. 
HE HAS RECENTLY TRAVELED TO EUROPE TO SECURE THE NEW ROUTES. 
NASSIR ENVISAGES THAT GULF AIR WOULD ESTABLISH FLIGHTS FROM 
MUSCAT AND ABU DHABI DIRECT TO PARIS AND A TERMINAL STOP IN 
AMSTERDAM. THESE FLIGHTS WOULD BE IN ADDITION TO EXISTING 
ROUTES BETWEEN THE GULF AND LONDON. 

2. WE ASKED NASSIR IF THERE WAS ANY POSSIBILITY OF 
MERGER BETWEEN GULF AIR AND KUWAIT AIRWAYS (REFTEL). 

NASSIR DID NOT CATEGORICALLY RULE OUT SUCH A MERGER. HE 
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HAVE TO BE IRONED OUT BEFORE MERGER COULD BECOME SUCCESSFUL 
AND FELT THAT IT WOULD BE SEVERAL YEARS BEFORE EVEN PRELIMINARY 
MOVES COULD BE MADE. FYI: OMANIS ARE UNDERSTANDABLY LEERY 
OF GULF AIR-KUWAIT AIRWAYS MERGER, WHICH THEY EXPECT WOULD BE 
DOMINATED BY KUWAIT, AND WE ARE SURPRISED THAT NASSIR'S 
REACTION WAS NOT MORE NEGATIVE. END FYI. 

3. WHILE IT IS STILL TOO EARLY TO SAY WHETHER GULF AIR WILL 
PURCHASE BAC-1 1 1 OR DC-9, THEE ARE SOME SIGNS INDICATING THAT 
DC-9 IS GAINING GROUND. 

OMAN COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER RAJAB 

TOLD MEMBER OF FAA GROUP HERE THAT HE EXPECTED DC-9'S TO 
BE LANDING AT SUR IN FUTURE. OMANGOV IS CURRENTLY SEEKING 
TO DEVELOP SUR AND OTHER AIRPORTS IN INTERIOR FOR SHORT-HAUL 
TRAFFIC. WHILE BAC IS OFFERING LESS EXPENSIVE PACKAGE THAN 
DOUGLAS, OMANIS HAVE ALREADY EXPERIENCED SUBSTANTIAL MAIN- 
TENANCE PROBLEMS WITH BAC AIRCRAFT IN OMANI AIR FORCE. 

WOLLE 
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